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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for opening an on-line brokerage account, 
comprising: 

opening an on-line brokerage account for a user based on account information 
received from the user, the on-line brokerage account having one or more restrictions, 
wherein the account information includes at least the following the user's name, the 
user's social security number, the user's home address, the user's level of investment 
knowledge, and the user's approximate annual income; 

generating a non-alterable application based on the account information^,]]; 

electronically presenting the user with the non-alterable application, and 
presenting the user with a click-through agreement setting forth the terms of the on-line 
brokerage account; 

receiving an input from the user indicating an agreement from the user to the 
terms of the click-through agreement; 

wherein the opening of the on-line brokerage account is done in response to the 
receiving the input from the user indicating agreement with the click-through agreement, 
and initially the on-line brokerage account is subject to one or more restrictions; 

performing a review of the account information to determine if it complies with 
rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission; 

if the review of the account information determines that the account information 
complies with the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
removing said one or more restrictions from the on-line brokerage account; 

assigning the user an account identifier to the on-line brokerage account; 
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assigning the user a password to access the on-line brokerage account; and 
providing the user with access to on-line brokerage account prior to the removing 

of said one or more restrictions; 

wherein the one or more restrictions comprise one or more of preventing the user 

from trading securities, and preventing the user from funding the brokerage account. 

Claims 2-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
closing the on-line brokerage account if the review of the account information 
determines that the account information does not compli e s comply with the rules and 
regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

Claim 6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein when the user accesses 
the brokerage account prior to the removing of the restrictions the user is provided with one or 
more selected features of the on-line brokerage account wherein the selected features include one 
or more of research on securities, and the ability to set up watchlist. 

Claim 8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of: 

if the review of the account information determines that the account information 
does not comply with the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission revoking access by the user to the one or more selected features of the on- 
line brokerage account; and 

notifying the user that the application to open the on-line brokerage account has 
been denied. 

Claims 10-16. (Canceled) 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
doing a background check to verify whether the account information received 

from the user is valid or invalid. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising the step of: 
closing the on-line brokerage account when the account information is found to be 

invalid during the background check. 

Claims 19-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A system for opening an on-line brokerage account for a 
client, comprising: 

a client communication channel through which account information can be 
exchanged with the client; and 

a central server capable of communicating with said client communication 
channel and configured to receive from said client communication channel account 
information for an application to open the on-line brokerage account, wherein the account 
information includes at least the following the client's name, the client's social security 
number, the client's home address, the client's level of investment knowledge, and the 
client's approximate annual income, 

wherein in response to receiving the account information said central 
server is further configured to electronically generate and present to the client in a 
non-alterable format a pre-filled in application for the on-line brokerage account, 
and a click-through agreement setting forth the terms of the on-line brokerage 
account; wherein the pre-filled in application includes at least the client's name, 
the client's social security number, the client's home address, the client's level of 
investment knowledge, and the client's approximate annual income, and 

to open the on-line brokerage account so that the opened on-line brokerage 
account is initially subject to one or more restrictions, and to thereafter remove 
said one or more restrictions from the opened on-line brokerage account, without 
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any further action from the client, when a formal review of the client and the 
application for on-line brokerage account has been favorably completed, and after 
it has been determined that the account information complies with rules and 
regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission; and wherein said central 
server is further configured provide a client access to the opened on-line 
brokerage account prior to removing said one or more restrictions. 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25 further including an electronic 
archive in which the non-alterable, pre-filled in application for the on-line brokerage account, the 
click-through agreement, and the information related to the formal review of the client and 
application for on-line brokerage account can be stored. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for opening an on-line brokerage account, 
comprising: 

receiving account information from a user; 

electronically presenting the user a non-alterable filled in application for the on- 
line brokerage account, and a click-through agreement setting forth the terms of the on- 
line brokerage account; and 

receiving [[and]] an indication that the user agrees with the click-through 
agreement; 

opening the on-line brokerage account so that the opened on-line brokerage 
account is initially subject to one or more restrictions; 

providing the user with access to the on-line brokerage account, while it is 
initially subject to one or more restrictions; and 

reviewing account information, and upon a successful review of the account 
information removing the one or more restrictions from the on-line brokerage account; 
and upon an unsuccessful review closing the on-line brokerage account and terminating 
the user's access to the on-line brokerage account. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein the reviewing the account 
information includes: 
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performing a background check, including a credit check, based on the account 
information provided by the custom e r user, and if the background check is not 
acceptable, closing the on-line brokerage account. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the reviewing the 
account information includes: 

performing a background check, including a credit check, based on the account 
information provided by the user, and if the background check is not acceptable, closing 
the on-line brokerage account, 

reviewing the account information, if the background check is successful, to 
determine if the account information complies with rules and regulations of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission; and 

removing said one or more restrictions, if the account information is found to 
comply with the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, further including electronically 
archiving the non-alterable, pre-filled in application for the on-line brokerage account, and the 
click-through agreement. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the providing the user 
with access to the on-line brokerage account, while it is initially subject to one or more 
restrictions, includes providing the user with an account number, a customer identifier, and a 
password, so that the user can access the on-line account while it is initially subject to one or 
more restrictions. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the when the user 
accesses the on-line account while it is subject to one or more restrictions, the user is prevented 
from trading securities in the on-line account, but the user can use the on-line brokerage account 
while is subject to one or more restrictions, to research different securities, and set up watchlist 
to track different securities. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further including: 

notifying the user after the one or more restrictions have been removed from the 
on-line brokerage account, at which point the user can trade securities in the on-line 
brokerage account. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 further including: 

wherein the reviewing the account information includes, performing a background 
check, including a credit check, based on the account information provided by the user, 
and if the background check is not acceptable, closing the on-line brokerage account, and 
if the background check is successful reviewing the account information to determine if 
the account information complies with rules and regulations of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, and if the account information is found to comply [[to]] with the 
rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission, removing the [[said]] 
one or more restrictions; 

electronically archiving the non-alterable, pre-filled in application for the on-line 
brokerage account, and the click-through agreement; 

wherein the providing the user with access to the on-line brokerage account, while 
it is initially subject to one or more restrictions, includes providing the user with an 
account number, a customer identifier, and a password, so that the user can access the on- 
line account while it is initially subject to one or more restrictions; 

wherein [[the]] when the user accesses the on-line account while it is subject to 
one or more restrictions, the user is prevented from trading securities in the on-line 
account, but the user can use the on-line brokerage account while is subject to one or 
more restrictions, to research different securities, and set up watchlist to track different 
securities; and 

notifying the user after the one or more restrictions have been r e mov e removed 
from the on-line brokerage account, at which point the user can trade securities in the on- 
line brokerage account. 
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35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, further including: 

providing the on-line brokerage account with features which require a signature 

card, signed by the user; 

providing the custom e r user with electronic access to a signature card form, so 

that the user can print out the signature card form; 

upon receipt of the signature card activating features of the on-line account which 

require a signed signature card from the user. 
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